FOURTEENTH CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES: 1920

DEPARTMENT
oF COMMERGCE |

BULLETIN

BUREAU OF THE CENSUS
8AM. L. ROGERS, Direcror

POPULATION : RHODE ISLAND

NUMBER OF INHABITANTS, BY COUNTIES AND MINOR CIVIL DIVISIONS

Propared under the supervision of WM, C. HUNT, Chicf Statistician for Pogulation

CONTENTS,
SUMMARY TABLES, . Tage DETAILED TABLES. Page.
Population of Rllw(l'e Is]u.n.d: 17901019200 . oo 11 1. Area and population of countics: 1850 80 1920, 0 asveseenmnrniamrerresnenes 1
Topulation of principal cities from earliest census to 1920... 2 2 Population of counties by minor civildivisions: 1920, 1910, and 1000.. ... ... 4
Urhan and rural population: 1920, 1910, and 1800, ... .oooveievinnneionneean. ... 2 | % Populution of alldties, and of towns having, in 1620, 2 500 inhabitunis or
MAPS. | 10re: 1920, 1910, 1L 3000, cavsiiensoreannrraeann seraseaenemsennnrenas 4
Inerease or deerease in population, by counties: 1910 to 1020, ......... ...voee... 3 1 4, Population of wanls of eities: 1920 4
Tensity of popnlation, by counties: 1920, ...ooiiii i 3

TOTAL POPULATION, INCREASE, AND DISTRIBUTION.

Population of the state.—Rhode Island was one of
the original thirteen states. According to the Four-
teenth Census, taken as of January 1, 1920, its popu-
lation is 604,397, which represents an increase of
61,787, or 11.4 per cent, over the population in 1910.
During the same period the population of the United

States inereased 14.9 per cent. The following sum-
mary shows the population of Rhode Island from
1790, thoe first Federal census, to 1920, inclusive,
togethor with the number and per cent of increase in
each decade, in comparison with the per cent of
increase for the United States as a whole.

POPULATION OF RIODE ISLAND: 1790 TO 1920,

INCREASE OVER FRECEDNG Per cent
CENSUS, of increase

CENSUS YEAR. Population. fur the
United

Number. Per cent. States.

604, 397 61, 787 11.4 14.9
542, 610 114, 054 26.6 21.0
428, 556 83, 050 24,0 20.7
345, 506 68, 975 24.9 25,5
276, 531 59,178 27.2 30.1
217,353 42,733 24.5 22.6
174, 620 27,075 18.4 35,6
147,545 38,715 30.6 35.9
108, 830 11, 631 12.0 32.7
47, 199 14, 140 17.0 33.5
83, 050 6,128 8.0 33.1
76, 931 7,809 11.3 36. 4
69,122 297 0.4 35.1

08,820 loiiiaieiiianinnanranesllonene sonn

Counties.—Rhode Island has 5 counties, 4 of which
incrensed in population during the last decade, but
the decrease in the remaining county was less than
one-tenth of 1 per cent (see Table 1). There have
been no changes in county boundaries since 1850
except those involved in the straightening of certain
boundary lines.

Density of population.—The total land area of the
state in 1920 is 1,067 square miles and the average
number of persons to the square mile is 566.4 (see
Table 1); in 1910 and 1900 the averages were 508.5

and 401.6, respectively.
287000—21%

Minor civil divisions.——The puolitical divisions into
which counties are subdivided are eollectively termed
“minor civil divisions.” InRhode Island the primary
division of the county is the town or city, and in 1920
these number 33 and 6, respectively (see Table 2).
Villages are not incorporated as such in this state.

Cities.—Of the 6 cities of Rhode Island, all but 1
{(Central Falls) have a population over 25,000 in
1920, Providence, the largest, having 237,595 inhabit-
ants. The next largest city is Pawtucket, with 64,248,
the remaining cities having more than 25,000 but less
than 50,000 inhabitants. (See Tables 3 and 4.)




2 POPULATION—RHODE ISLAND.

The following summary shows the population of
the cities of Rhode Island at each census for which

figures are available, together

With the ineragg,
during each decade. ;

POPULATION OF PRINCIPAL CITIES FROM EARLIEST CENSUS TO 1920.

[A minns sign (—) denotes decrease.]
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QVER PRECEDING OVER I’RE?JSE]];)ING
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Urban and rural population.—The Census Bureau
defines urban population as that residing in cities
and other incorporated places of 2,500 inhabitants
ormore. As it is not the practice in Rhode Island,
as in nearly all the other states, to have munic-
ipal incorporations, such as villages, within the limits
of town, and as no town becomes a city until its
population is greatly in excess of 2,500, it has been
necessary to include in the urban territory not only
the population of cities but that of all towns hav-
ing over 2,500 inhabitants. The result is that the
“urban area” in Rhode Island includes some popula-
tion which in other states would be segregated as
“rural,’” but on account of the density of population
of the state as a whole, there is no reason to suppose

that the proportion of urban population is greatly
overstated. Urban population in Rhode Island being
thus defined, the rural population, therefore, consiss
of the population located in towns having less than
2,500 inhabitants.

The following summary presents the urban and rurl
population of the state distributed among cities and
towns, grouped according to specified limits of popu-
lation at the last three censuses. The classification is
based upon the population of each place as it existed
at each census. The proportion of the population of
Rhode Island living in cities and towns of 2,500 or
more at the three census periods was 97.5, 96,7, and
95.1, respectively, the proportion showing a slight
increase in each decade.

URBAN AND RURAL POPULATION: 1920, 1910, AND 1900.

1920 1910 1900 PER CENT OF ‘TOTAL POPULATION
CLASS OF PLACES. .
Number : .
of places, | Population, g%ﬁé’gg Topulation. g%ﬁgg Population. 1920 1910 1?00
39 604,307 38 542,610 38 428,556 100.0 100.0 100.0
- 2 589,180 25 524,854 23 407, 647 97.5 98.7 #.1
10,100 inliabitants or more 1 037, 505 5 410
50,000 tor 106,000 inbabitant 1 éZﬁ 249 i e ! 175, 597 .2 it
25,000 1o 50,00 inhabitants 3 103,158 3 aLgng i B 67,435 7.1 180" 18T
1iL,00K1 to 25,600 inhahitants 6 06,361 4 04,778 5 87,405 15.9 12.9 nd
5,000 to 10,000 inhabitanis. 8 41,34 y 63015 7 497 008 1 18 id
2,50 Lo 5,000 inhabitants. .., 1 20,473 7 231112 8 28903 44 43 o
3, ! . .
Rural territory (towns of less than 2,500 inhabitants), . . 12 15,217 13 17,956 15 20,909 2.5 3.3 0
, )
- L ’ e e

%
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INCREASE AND DENSITY OF POPULATION OF RHODE I

INCREASE OF POPULATION: 1910-1920.

SLAND, BY COUNTIES.

DENSITY OF POPULATION: 1920.

. RURBER OF INHABITANTS
PER SQUARE MIEE



4 POPULATION—RHODE ISLAND.

Tants 1.—AREA AND POPULATION OF COUNTIES: 1850 TO 1920.

POPULATION.

— e
i N
e L
nre ft 1()00 | Per cent of increase,
ounay. T 1 170 | 1860 | 1850 || 101 P
) e Tper | 1010 | 1800 | 18%0 1880 8 o | 1000 | s
1), ] Totul. sipuare i, | % |,
| I — _—
i
i

Ry 147,545
Rhods Island............. 604,097 | 560.4 | 542,610 | 428,556 345,508 276,531 | 217,853 | 174,620 | 147,505 ) 14| 26.6) 2,

suare ‘
|

i

|

I
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|
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R 7 2| 13,1447 11,428 11,394 9,4 8,007 8,514 || 813 | 33.9| 159
el | e %Z,gt‘s Sz | do7e | 2068 |18, 205 s ) 1508 52| 3l4) 1
Nt | 49‘:195 ARl ahs| asoe| awssz| 2also | sojos0 | 21896 | 20,0070 00| 207| 1ia
Providece g0 | 1,161 | 48 | sl 235,123 wra | w0 | 107700 87,52 120 2010 a5

ashin Y R IL NPie | Cotist| e 22405 | 20007 | 1875 | 164304 () 33|

Wushington. .. ....o... el N PRI

1 Degrease of loss than one-tenth of 1 per cent.

Tany 2,—POPULATION OF COUNTIES BY MINOR CIVIL DIVISIONS: 1920, 1910, AND 1900.

betwuen 1910 and 1020, see footnotes; for those hetween 1000 and 1910, see Reports of the Thirteenth Census: 1910, Vol. I11, Tahlel,

[For clianges in boumlduries, ete., p oo footnal pnpulauon of iards of eifice, se6 TabIo 4]

MINOR CIVIL DIVISHIN, 1920 MINOR CIVIL DIVISION. 1920 1910 1900
e e e e - S R
Bristol County..... e imeeneeenanraenaanan 23,113 17,602 13,144 Providence County--Continted,
: i o e oo, Y7 2,452 1,185 || Cranston city..-...ocuc- P T LT RERL PP 29,407 21,107 13,343
Beot e CINTTIT e 8,505 (i:‘fgé Cumberland toyn...... 5?;(7)3,; %gj lor 13;925
AT - 841 585 5, tast Providence to 5 138
Warrem tOWn. .o 7, 6,0 ¥ (F«])stortt O“tm ____________________________________ llggg %; 11% f {; 3
1locester town.. 404 462
KDt COUBLY wvoevenrnenrienaneeeener] 38,209 | 36,0781 20,976 {ohuﬁltoﬂ {own . 3”§2§' 31’339 3’385
\ ” . Lincoln town feeebeeiernvesestenaonanann 25 07
%{?gé‘,l‘l!;ry\! n‘yr'llnt"‘. SR R PRSERPEEPEIPLELE g,g;g g,g“%g | g,;;g North [’rqvidence town.. 7:597 5:,“)7 ?;UIO
EARAICK COMIL Lo Tl 13, 481 26,620 | 21,316 %‘1”3&3’2?3333“ fown 67 48 5%’333 R
f SR DR ) =0,k Powd awtncket city...... 4, 24 4
West Hgm:nymjh l({W~111. P - 15 .Zg‘{ 481 666 |l providence GV 2ereerneeemnrnrensnannnanan 237’, 505 99 24,826 175', 897
et Warwick LoWI L e i iiiiinaricenmenss S5, 461 o e BOIEUALE LOWDe e eensm e ecemnmvnnomnssnenn 3,006 3,493 , 361
Smithfield 10wl e ce e crnrriecmaairannas 3,109 2 789 2,107
Rewport County.........ccouen 42, 893 30,835 | 32,589 Woonsocket ¢ity........ Verreaaceesmssuseaaaas 43,490 | 38,125 28,204
Jamestown toWR..o L i iaiarieean . 1,633 1,175 1,0
Lattle Compton tOWn. coerennnieaiceimaceiceaan 1:389 1,'276 1:132 Washington County..ccceaeviireencennns 24,632 24,942 24,154
MiddleloWnD LOWI . i rveerncecrs e cenaanas 2,004 1,708 1 1,457
New Bhorecham town (Bluck Tsland)...o...... 1,038 1,314 1,396 || Charlestown t0Wh..eeeeeaiiireannaninacaes 759 1,037 975
NeWDOTECIbY. cviverrnreirnseernomernenananesnes 30, 255 21,149 22,441 (| BExeter town..... - 1,033 778 8’41
Portsmouth 10w . vonus verssmcecrmnreanenan 2,590 2,681 2,105 || Hopkinton town. 2,318 2,324 2,602
Tiverton LOWIh et crceceranracnrarrnsmscvanreen 3,894 4,032 2 977 1| Norragansett town... 903 1,250 1,523
Efrlth Isl(rilgtstown town.. 3,?(?8;1 fll, ggg é,lm
chmond towh......... 1 508
Providence County........ cerimnnran veenl 475,180 424,353 | 328,683 Sonth Kingstown town. . 5181 5178 don
Fer VIS EOWI ever e caneeecensanas weeen 8,008 7,878 | 0,307 || Westerly towi..oo seennaeesne SN 9,952 o0l 75
Central Falls elty .. . o oeicaneniacurennn eramanas 21 174 22,754 18,167
t West Warwick town organized from part of Warwick town since 1910, 3 Parl of Johnston town annexed to Providence city since 1910,

Tanre 3. w—»POPULATION OF ALL CITIES, AND OF TOWNS HAVING, IN 1920, 2,600 INHABITANTS OR MORE:
{)‘70 1910 AND 1900.

CITY GR TOWK. County. 1920 1910 1900 CITY OR TOWN. County. 1920 1910 1900
CITIES. TOWNS—continued.
Yentral Fall Providene 24,174 29,754 18,167 il Johnstoul,............ veevee.r| Providence........ 6, 855 5,436 4,305
Cranston. Troviden 20,407 | 21,107 | 13343 || Lincoln, .22 7000 Providence.. b 9,543 9,825 8,837
Newpoit. .t Newport. '{0 2551 27,149 24,441 [ North Kingstown.. Washington. R 3,307 4,048 4,19
Pawtucke | Providen 64,21& 51,622 39,231 || North Providence, . Providence.. 7,007 5,407 8,016
s‘; Qv ulmlt\ {;ro::gz{eu 235 -w.c'» 224,326 | 174,597 || North Smithfield.. Providence.. 3,200 2,699 2,422
OOIELE M‘-W. PCRRRARIEEEE roviden 43,496 3\ 125 28, 204 Portsmouth.... Newport.. R 2, 590 2,631 2,105
SR I
Barrington. ........co.ceane Bristol...ooeeee.. 3,807 | g4ma| 1,135 || Smilblield.......... rovidenc H 2,739 d
TRristol. ... o nees L2l sl 4 oadwm ) gl oo f South Kingstown..... Washingta B8L| G| 401
purrxlgvtlle........ I’rmtiden Iy ?GR 7,87§ gaiy || Tiverton. T L Nawport. . 8,804 4,032 2,97
oventry.... Seng._ ... 5,67 5,84 5,270 || Warren,............ . -| Bristol., en : ; 5,108
t'amberlgad ..ol Providence... 0 10,077 | 10107 K025 | Warwicki. ... K]el:ltOl . 1%’ m 22’(5533 24,316
La\t«.mmmuh. ... J| Kenteo..... RN B 7} 3.4%0 2,775 i West Warwiok 10000000 Rento o U owsaer [T, A T
Fast Providenve. . ............| Providence,....... 21,.‘91“ 15.’, j‘f 12,188 || Westerly. ..., “Washington . oo 91 959 §,608 7,54
1 Bee county footnote, Table 2.
TABLE 1 —I’OPULATION OF WARDS OI‘ CITIES; 1920.
[ . ‘ , ” S e
WARD, ! 1920 ‘1 WARD, 1920 WARD, 1920 WARD. 1990 '
[E—— | ‘
\ Contrai Fallscity..... i Newport eity.......... 30,255 Pawtucket city—Con. Providence city—Con.
+ e . Ty
; Ward Looociinvennivannmen Wird Loceciiiccnannnaees 3,406 i| Ward 5
Ward 2. } Ward 2. 1034 || W urd & 10,124
Ward 3... Ward 3. & 960 !
Ward 4. Ward 4. 3,249
Ward 5.... Ward 5. 5,302 Providence city....... 237,508
Ward 1... T 20,071
Cranston oity......... Pawtucket eity....... 64,248 || Ward 2. 23 038
! Ward 3, 20, 477
Ward L. ueirnearennseen Word Lesvaneeearsennonnns. 4w 'Gi
Waord 2. | | Ward 200000 . i, szg &ﬁ;ﬁ §f é?’ g},g
Ward 3. | | Wards..ooe..ea. 11,873 | ward 6. - . %5 811
Ward ... b Ward 4. TN 10,608 f Ward 7., 0TI 18, 758
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